FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

alas, fanatical priests have lost the view of the true teach-
ing of the Prophet. They have forgotten that Abu Bekr,
when Gezeas was preparing to set off on a campaign in
Syria, said to him: 'You will find some religious persons
that live retired in monasteries that purpose to serve God
that way. Leave them alone/ "

Since arriving in Iran we had found several occasions
upon which to re-arrange our conception of Islam, for the
country has for long been devoutly Moslem, embracing
the strict Shi'a faith. The former royal banner was sur-
mounted by an open hand, the thumb and fingers denoting
Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hassan, and Husein. Feasts
and fasts played a large part in religious observances.
During Ramadan, strict Muhammadans did not break
their fast from the early dawn, when they could distinguish
between a white thread and a black, until nightfall.

Rumi evidently considered it his duty to continue our
religious education.

"The last of Ali's descendants," he said, "born in the
Hegira 225, was spirited away when he had attained nine
years. We Shi'as believe that he was taken by God himself,
because of the wickedness of man, and that he will appear
again to lead his people back to God. He disappeared
from Samarrah, the town of the golden domes, where are
buried the Tenth and Eleventh Imams. There is a place
in our country where the peasants say that a fine tomb is
that of the Twelfth Imam, who went to heaven without
dying, and who will come again to rule the world and to
destroy all unbelievers. The earth being thus deprived of
a visible Lord, the King of Kings of my land has naturally
deputized for him/9

There was no disputing his statement, so we let the
matter drop.

At last we drew up to display our passports at Abaday,
and drove past the local cinema which was showing a
Tarzan film, and far enough beyond the village to secure
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